SOCIAL CONSCIENCES
recommending physical jerks to citizens suffering from mal-
nutrition and the effects of living in dilapidated houses in
Special Areas. In December 1937 a social research group,
named P.E.P. (Political and Economic Planning), published a
fully documented report on Britain's health. They summed up
the position thus: 'Perhaps the most fundamental defect in the
existing system is that it is overwhelmingly preoccupied with
manifest and advanced diseases or disabilities and is more inter-
ested in enabling the sufferers to go on functioning in society
somehow than in studying the nature of health and the means
of producing and maintaining it. From this it naturally follows
that millions of pounds are spent in looking after and trying to
cure the victims of accidents and illnesses which need never have
occurred if a fraction of this amount of intelligence and money
had been devoted to tracing the social and economic causes of
the trouble and making the necessary adjustments/ In fact, the
real problem was twofold: how to co-ordinate health services
and how to pay for medical research. Lord Nuffield was doing
his best for medical research by endowing magnificent labora-
tories at Oxford, at the cost of millions of pounds, and giving
away 'iron lungs' (artificial breathing apparatuses) to any hos-
pital that needed them. But the other problem had to wait.
The P.E.P. group was one of several now engaged in social
research. By the end of the Thirties the single plan to right all
Britain's wrongs, for which the cry had gone up during the
Depression, was no longer being expected. There were so many
wrongs, and they were so complicated, that obviously no single
plan could cover them all. Instead, private groups were making
special studies and analyses of particular subjects and drawing
recommendations from them. Besides P.E.P., there were the
New Fabian Research Bureau, and Social Survey committees
sponsored by universities. The several social surveys made were
immense undertakings, published in many volumes; each thor-
oughly covered living and working conditions in a single area.
The Merseyside Survey, for example, was carried out by Liver-
pool University. Neither these nor the single-volume reports of
private research groups were intended for popular sale, but
were works of reference, intended to guide local and national
authorities on social questions.
" In the United States, shorter social histories and social sur~
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